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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ETRD, PFOR, XF 

SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT MEETING IN ALEXANDRIA 

REF: ALEXANDRIA 0439 

1 . ON EVE OF CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL COMMISSIONERS OF ARAB 
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BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL, LOCAL PRESS SEEMS SUPREMELY UNINTERESTED IN 
SUBJECT. 

2. LOCAL SOURCE WAS ABLE TELL US HE "THOUGHT" MEETINGS WOULD 
TAKE PLACE AT BULKLEY. THIS IS NAME OF ALEXANDRIA QUARTER WELL 
EAST OF CITY CENTER, BUT IN CONTEXT IMPLIES SET OF BUILDINGS 
USED UNDER FAROUK REGIME AS MINISTRIES FOR SUMMER CAPITAL. 
COMPLEX BECAME COAST GUARD HEADQUARTERS UNDER NASSER REGIME 
UNTIL TWO YEARS AGO WHEN CG WAS OUSTED AND BUILDINGS COMPLETELY 
RENOVATED FOR USE BY PRESIDENT SADAT'S STAFF AND MINISTRIES. 

3. INTERESTING SIDELIGHT. HOWEVER. IS THAT SADAT HAS YET TO 
ADMIT PUBLICLY ALEXANDRIA HAS AGAIN BECOME DE FACTO SUMMER 
CAPITAL. BUILDINGS HAVE REMAINED UNUSED. THEREFORE USE BY ARAB 
BOYCOTT COMMISSION PROBABLY IMPLIES HIGH DEGREE OF SECURITY 
SOUGHT. SINCE OTHER MAJOR INTER-ARAB MEETINGS. 

EVEN AT MINISTERIAL LEVEL, HAVE ROUTINELY BEEN HELD IN PALESTINE 
OR SAN STEFANO HOTELS. 

4. NO PUBLIC OPENING MEETING IS EXPECTED, ALTHOUGH BOYCOTT 
OFFICE DIRECTOR MAHJOUB USUALLY HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE AT END 
OF MEETINGS. 

CHASE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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